
Definitions of Breeding evidence used by RBBP 
 
The definitions of ‘Confirmed breeding’, ‘Probable breeding’ and ‘Possible breeding’ 
follow those recommended by the European Bird Census Council (Hagemeijer & 
Blair 1997). Within tables, the abbreviation ‘Confirmed pairs’ means ‘Number of 
pairs confirmed breeding’. Where tables show the number of occupied territories, 
these are the sum of probable and confirmed breeding pairs, as territorial birds are 
classed as being probably breeding, unless a nest has (at least) progressed to the stage 
where eggs have been laid, in which case the pair is classified as a confirmed breeding 
pair. It is important to note that confirmed breeding is not the same as successful 
breeding; nests that fail with eggs or with young still fall into the confirmed category. 
A successful breeding pair is one that fledges at least one young bird from a nesting 
attempt. 
 
Where possible, the Panel is now collating figures of young in the nest separately 
from young fledged, as the latter figure is not always available for some species. 
Thus, some tables headings now show the number of territories believed to have 
fledged young (based on the evidence presented to the Panel), rather than territories 
known to have fledged young. 
 
The reader should note that in all cases the identity of the birds has been confirmed; it 
is only breeding status that is possible/probable/confirmed. Probable breeding is as 
defined by EBCC (e.g. a pair holding territory), and does not mean that a breeding 
attempt ‘probably’ (i.e. almost certainly) took place. 
 
Within each species account, numbers given in the format ‘1–4 pairs’ indicate (in this 
case) one proven breeding pair and a possible maximum total of four breeding pairs. 
In the tables, zeroes mean that there were no birds recorded in that area in that year, 
whereas a rule (–) indicates that no data were received. 
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